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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
The Third Annual meeting of the East Texas Historical Association
will be on September 25, 1965, in the College Center on the campus of Stephen F. Austin State College. Registration will begin at nine o'clock in
the morning. Three papers and a coffee break will conclude the morning
session. Luncheon will be served in the Ballroom followed by a business
session. President Seth Walton will preside at the luncheon and business
session.
Terrell W. Connor, of Daingerfield, is pl·ogram chairman; Mrs. Charles
Martin, of Kirbyville, is chairman of the nominating committee fOI· new
lJfficers.
The Tejas Room in the College Center will be used to house historical
E'xhibits planned by historical societies, or by c0unty historical. survey
committees. Exhibits may be placed in the Te.ias Room Friday afternoon
or Saturday morning.

St-e]Jhen F. Au.,tin State College
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The editors footnoted an article published in the March, 1965, issue of
the East Texas Historical J9Urnal by Colonel Harold B. Simpson to the
t'ffect that Walter W. Williams, who died December 19, 1959, claimed to
have served in Hood's Texas Brigade.
Thomas E. Turner, chief of the Central Texas News Bureau of the
Dallas Morning News, the discoverer of "Uncle Walt," passed Williams
claim that he served in "Company C, 5th Cavalry of Hood's Texas Brigade"
~o Colonel Simpson.
Colonel Simpson states that Hood's Texas Brigade
was composed of all infantry regimenis, hence Williams was mistaken
in thinking he served in this particular Brigade. The Missi88ippi State
.~rchives shows a Private Walter W. Williams served in Company C, 5th
Mississippi Cavalry, This unit, according to Colonel Simpson, probably
~erved in Hood's army for Hood commanded the Army of Tennessee from
July to December 1864, but Hood's army and Hood's Texas Brigade were
two completely different units, and there was no connection between them.
Colonel Simpson has personally gone over the muster rolls of "Company
C, 5th Texas Infantry" in the National Archives and he found no Walter
Williams. He did find three Williams: F. M. Williams, James Williai,\s.
and William K. Williams. He also found that William K. was killed at
Antietam, that F. M. was promoted third sergeant, and James disappeared.
Walter W. Williams in his 1932 application fo!' pension said he enlisted
in the Confederate army at Blue Mountain, Tennessee in 1864. He was
in the Confederate Army, but never in Hood's Texas Brigade.

Mrs. M. D. Trapp, Jr., of Coldspring, writes that Francis W. Johnson
and his wife Rozela were listed in the 1850 Polk County census. The
~:ame Francis W. Johnson was one of the earliest settlers in present da}"
San Jacinto County, and lived at Geneva on the San Jacin.to River. Sar.
Jacinto County was created from Polk County in 1870. Francis W. John!Ion of San Jacinto County had alsl) served as a postmaster during the Republic of Texas. Mrs. Trapp wants to know if the Polk and San Jacinto
.Johnson was the same as the Fl'ancia W. Johnson of the Texas Army.
The San Jacinto Museum and History Association has recentl}" published a pamphlet The Honor Rolf of the Battle of San Jacinto which includes a complete list of the participants in the battle and also those who
were assigned, by General Houston, on detached service.
The rolls, so the pamphlet states, "are substantially the result of a
lifetime dedication to the study of the sources of Texas history by the
late L. W. Kemp. Mr. Kemp was president of the Board of Trustees
of the San Jacinto Museum and History Association at the time of his death.
The rolls as compiled by ,M,r. Kemp were first published in 1951."
The address of the San Jacinto Museum and History Association is
San Jacinto Monument, Texas.

The Humble Oil and Refining Company, SouthweotRegion Public Rela-
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tions Department, Houston 1, Texas, has published a pamphlet with the
title of Direetof"')/, 'Texas Historical Museums. On the inside cover th~
:!ltatement is made that to see and to save the heritage of Texas it has
been necessary to create a dynamic program of:
Recordation
Appreciation
Marking
Preservation and
Surveysl
'This is the RAMPS program.
Texas History is being accomplished through the Texas Historicai
Foundation which actively supplements the work of th~ Texas State Historical SUTVey Committee.
The pamphlets list the museums in Texas alphabetically.
The spring meeting of the East Texas Historical Association was held
on March 20, 1965 on the campus of Tyler Junior College. The morning
program consisted of a paper read by Professor Ralph Wooster of Lamar
State College of Technology, "Life in Civil War East Texas"; a papel'
read by Professor James Dickson of Stephen F. Austin State College, "A.
A. Nelson: Surveyor, Citizen: A Personal Profile"; and a discussion with
!>lides on "Old Rusk County Houses" by Mrs. Gordon Brown, Mrs. Carl
Jaggers, and Mrs. Mary Frank Dunn.
At the luncheon, President Seth Walton of East Texas Baptist College,
made his report. The luncheon speaker was Miss Sue Flanagan of Austin.
Miss Flanagan showed slides and discussed her recent publication, Sam
Houston's Texas.
A tour followed the luncheon program which included Camp Ford, and
the Goodlnan Museum. The Goodman Museum is the museum of the Tyler
Historical Society.
On Thursday, June 17, 1965, the Jefferson Jimplecute issued its one
hundredth anniversary edition. The founder of the Jim.plecute was Ward
Taylor, Jr., the third son of the Reverend Ward Taylor and Ann Mathews
Taylor. The Taylor family came to Texas in 1845 and first settled in Cass
County. In the one hundred years of its existence, the name Jim.plecute
has brought about. much comment. In itl!l one hundredth anniversary edition the present editors explain the significance of the name thus:
"Since the compilation of the word Jimplecute, the curious, the thoughtless, the thoughtful, the learned and the unlearned, have been curious to
know the significance of the word. The linguists of renown have failed
to find any trace of the word in any of the live ':>1' dead languages. We
have at last decided to place before our readers an origin of the word,
and let those who have characterized the name as being meaningless, see
how far wrong they were. We doubt if th~re is a name carried by the
entire newspaper fraternity, that has more significance, than the Jimple-
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cllte! It is the friend of all the elements that build up the country, it is
absolutely free from politics. It is a friend of labor, likewise capital. It
advocates industry, and greatest of all it advocates friendship and unity
between every interest. When properly written out the Jimlecute reads
as follows:
Join,
Industry,
Manufacturing,
Planting,

Labor,
Energy,
Capital, (in)
Unity
Together
Everlastingly.
We leave with pride and satisfaction the explanation of the word which
has so long been slandered as being meaningless, unpronounceable and
such complimentary enconiums. To all such the Jim.plecute sends greetings and in the kindliest of spirits say 'that he who laughs last, last best.'
While, perhaps, 'a rose would smell so sweet bl<' any other name,' yet there
is no name that we are familiar with that carries with it so much promise,
so much significance, such hope as that grandest of words The Jimplecute."
In the 1850's and 1860's Jefferson was one (of the lal'gest and most
important cities in Texas. It was the second largest inland port in the
state, but misfortunes of various types came, and today Jefferson's population is approximately 3,400. This quaint and colorful city has refused
to fade into history. An enterprising citizenship has been stirred to utilize
its many assets and today it is considered the "heart" of the East Texas
tourist attractions.

